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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

This is my first newsletter as pastor of St. Edmond Parish. How good it is to be here.   

Father Chris Hanley, our associate priest, and I started this venture together. Please excuse any 
mistakes we make because everything is new for both of us. Father Hanley comes to us from St. Ann’s 
Parish in Bethany Beach and I arrived from Immaculate Conception Parish in Elkton, 
Maryland. Needless to say, our experiences differ and we are becoming familiar with the uniqueness of 
this parish. 

With the summer crowds gone and precise examination, we find our parish intact spiritually, socially, and financially…thank 
God and your generous hearts. Our staff is most qualified and our parishioners gift us with their many talents. I am so 
impressed by the people who minister so well at liturgy and the numbers of those who volunteer in teaching and 
participating in programs that serve one another. This past summer was the first time I experienced the International 
Dinner Services that creates a beautiful meal, by our parish and friends, for young students from other countries.   

Pope Francis reminds us by his example that compassion is the hallmark of the Christian. I can say that St. Edmond 
Parish is following suit. I pray that we continue to live the Gospel in this very real way. Let us help one another to achieve 
this noble goal. May God bless you! 

      Father Joseph Piekarski, Pastor 

FALL 2013 

RENEW, RESTORE, REVIVE…CELEBRATE! 
 

Since St. Edmond was first incorporated in 1939, and celebrated its first Mass on May 12, 1940, our church has 
grown into a thriving, caring and vibrant parish family of faith, dedicated to serving parishioners, visitors and 
our community. In 2015, we will celebrate its historic 75th Diamond Jubilee Anniversary with a series of events 
and activities, geared to all members of our parish family and local community. Over the past 75 years, our 
church has withstood severe storms and political upheavals. Throughout all, our parishioners continue to 
demonstrate their enduring faith and stewardship. The history of St. Edmond began in 1906, when St. Agnes-by
-the-Sea, the first Catholic Church in Sussex County, DE, was built on the Boardwalk, two blocks from the 
current location of St. Edmond. The property included several small cottages used as a rectory and a summer 
retreat for Franciscan nuns. St. Agnes Church, dedicated September 11, 1906, served Rehoboth area Catholics 
until 1940 when St. Edmond opened. Later, the St. Agnes property became the site of the Star of the Sea Hotel.  
The blessing and celebration of the laying of the cornerstone of St. Edmond took place July 7, 1940. In 2009, a 
plaque recognizing the St. Edmond Church building as a historic site by the Rehoboth Beach Historical Society, 
was placed into the original cornerstone. The church was dedicated September 1, 1940 by the Bishop of 
Wilmington, Edmond Fitzmaurice, in whose honor our church is named.    
 

Originally a mission to St. John the Apostle Church in Milford, St. Edmond became a parish May 24, 1952. Our 
current pastor, Fr. Joseph PiekarskI, is the 11th pastor in the history of our church. In recent years, major 
renovations were made to the church, education center and rectory. 

 

In the months ahead, look for special events planned to celebrate our Diamond Jubilee 
Anniversary. We hope all in our parish family will join us in celebrating our anniversary, 
in the spirit of our Parish Vision Statement: “Our parish as a community of the faithful is 
the center of spiritual life and growth for all of God’s people.”  



OUR PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
 

This year is shaping up to be a busy one for the students and sponsors of the St. Edmond 
Catholic Church Middle School and High School Youth Groups. With Eve Aldred at the 
helm of the !YES! St. Edmond Youth! The Middle School youth group has monthly 
activities and community service opportunities planned that promise to be fun and 
meaningful. These will include trivia games, floor hockey, a treasure hunt, and they will 
wrap up the year with a picnic! Eve has also made arrangements for a variety of service 
opportunities for middle school and high school kids that include volunteering at the 
Selbyville Food Bank and serving at Knights of Columbus dinners at St. Edmond. 
 

The High School Youth Group is also planning a busy, activity-filled year with monthly 
meetings at St. Edmond, supplemented with daytrips to Catholic historical sites in the 
surrounding metropolitan areas from D.C. to Philadelphia. A three-day retreat with other 
Catholic youth at Mount Saint Mary’s College in Emmitsburg, PA, is on the slate for early 
February, which promises to be an exciting time and enriching experience for all. The 
high school students will undertake community service projects such as collecting used 
shoes to help support a well water project in Africa.   
 

Both youth groups meet before Mass on either Sunday morning or Sunday evening and 
include a fellowship meal. Our objectives are to encourage and support the development 
of a feeling of belonging to the greater Catholic Community and to strengthen their love 
and connection with Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. We hope to provide a safe 
harbor for Catholic youth to enjoy the friendship and support of fellow Catholics in an 
increasingly secular world. 

   A year of forgiveness 

Teaching about God’s Gift of Forgiveness, the theme for 2014, offers 
Catholics the opportunity to rediscover the sacrament of reconciliation 
given to us by Christ. Through this sacrament, we acknowledge our sins, 
express our sorrow, make reparation for what we have done and 
resolve to do better in the future. In return, we receive the forgiveness 
of Christ and His Church. While only God can forgive sin, the Church is 
His instrument of forgiveness on earth. “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” (976; cf. John 20: 22-23) 

Catholics are required to receive this sacrament at least once a year. If, however, one is 
aware of having committed a serious mortal sin, confession is necessary before receiving the 
Eucharist. That being said, frequent reception of this sacrament is encouraged to keep us 
aware of our spiritual progress and provide us with the grace to overcome our sins. 

For Catholics who are hesitant or embarrassed to confess to a priest, they should remember 
Pope Francis’ remark to the journalist on the flight back to Rome from Brazil: “Who am I to 
judge?” A confessor is first and foremost a father who welcomes and listens. Confession is a 
celebration of mercy. Not a trial before prosecution. Again quoting Pope Francis, “This is the 
time for mercy. The church is mother and must follow the path of mercy and find mercy for 
everyone.” 

Besides the obvious benefit of grace, confession guarantees confidentiality; it offers 
“housekeeping for the soul” and serves as “low-cost therapy”. As Socrates said, “The 
unexamined life is not worth living.” 

And so this year, we are invited to acknowledge our failings and embrace God’s forgiveness 
to make things right with God, with others…and with ourselves. 

Goodbye & Godspeed  

     to Father Ray... 

There were hugs, smiles and even a few 
tears as the parishioners of St. Edmond 
Catholic Church said good-bye to our 
former pastor, Reverend Raymond 
Forester. We gathered Sunday afternoon, 
June 2, in the parish hall not just to say 
good-bye…but to wish him well. He had 
attended numerous parish functions from 
picnics at Grove Park to volleyball games 
on the beach. He baptized many babies, 
witnessed the marriage of many couples 
and buried many loved ones. His parish 
family had a chance to say thank you and 
bring closure to his tenure at St. Edmond. 
 

Father Ray had been pastor of St. Edmond 
for thirteen years. During his tenure, he 
faced all the challenges of ministering to an 
ever-changing population of the faithful 
with a gentle voice and a cheerful smile. In 
addition to his many routine 
responsibilities here at St. Edmond, he 
facilitated a capital campaign to fund major 
renovations to the interior and exterior of 
the church and the religious education 
building. He served as head of the Ocean 
Deanery for several years, which includes 
churches in Bethany, Ocean City, 
Pocomoke City and Berlin. Father Ray 
developed the first Parish Strategic Plan 
and formed the Youth Leadership Council. 
He supported programs for adult and youth 
faith formation as well as dinners for 
visiting international students. Needing 
space and parking for summer visitors, 
Father Ray initiated summer Masses at the 
Bay Center at Ruddertowne in Dewey 
Beach.  
 

Though Father Ray’s retirement was much 
anticipated and well-deserved, he will be 
missed. We wish him well as he continues 
on his own journey of faith.  

 

GOD 

IS 

FIRST 



ANNUAL PASTORAL REPORT  

ADMINISTRATION 
 
PASTOR:    Reverend Joseph J. Piekarski 
ASSOCIATE:   Reverend Christopher P. Hanley 
RETIRED PRIEST: Rev. L. James Downs 
DEACONS:   James M. Walls, Dan Ackerson,  
     Pete Nellius, Bob Leonzio  
RETIRED DEACONS: John Smith, G. Jerry Shaw  
 
EMPLOYEES: 8 Full & Part-Time 
 
PARISH COUNCIL: 16 members 
FINANCE COUNCIL: 7 members 
TRUSTEES:   Don Hearn, Ed Holley 
 
PARISH CENSUS 
2013:   1225  Families/530 Envelope Users/100 Electronic Givers 
    (through October 2013) 
2012:   1192  Families/706 Envelope Users  
    (through October 2012) 
 
BAPTISMS:   29 (through October 2013) 
MARRIAGES:   29 (through October 2013) 
DEATHS:  27 (through October 2013) 
ANOINTINGS: 80  (through October 2013) 

BAPTISMAL RECORD 
 

Aniella Elina Hemanus 
Liam Gonzon 

Chase Harwood Eggleston  
Lily Elizabeth Levy 

Grayson Wade Toomey 
Vito Ashworth Mento  

Scarlett Veronica Stazzone  
Cole Joseph Matta  

Mason James Woodyard 
Jackson Thomas Best 

James Joseph Celano, Jr.  
William David Stauffer 
Barrett George Eschbach  

Mateo Anthony Albornoz  
Jamie McNatt 

Xiao-Juan Xing  
Isabelle Marie Fontenot 
Lillian Jay McDaniel  
Mary Faith Bishop  
Antonia H. Reeves  

Jade Judith Spangler  
Catalina Tobon  

Leovic Xavier Bosque 
Ella Alexandra Johnson  
Dalton Anthony Zmuda  
Brielle Elizabeth Antos  

Blair Baldwin Ballinger  
Landon Blake Reifsyder  

WEDDING RECORD 
 

Robert A. Stransky & Marilyn F. Bryant 

Gregory James Healy & Jennifer Lynn Joyce 

Brandon Kirch Reed & Deanna Michelle Rosseel  

James Nicolas Parsella & Marlo Tablante 

Zachary Lauch Sager & Jessica Marie Hazzard 

Nathaniel Kristian Schmidt & Kristine Marie Vavala 

Matthew Donald Macy & Gabrielle Anne Wheatley  

Thai Pham & Elizabeth Anne Schmitz  

Bradley Thomas Madden & Melissa Erin Key  

Jason Lee Massey & Megan C. Bachman  

Adam Troy Pecina & Kaitlin Grace Bailey  

Daniel Thomas Joseph Mazur & Samantha Irene Coveleski  

Zachary Ray Winfrey & Lauren Patricia Wilmot  

Timothy John Shockro & Kathryn Lynch Little  

Alfred Charles Carson & Frances Helen Gross  

Charles Erasmus Marsh, Jr & Leslie Kraus Yudell  

Ryan Thomas Orzech & Veronica Marie Crosetto  

Shaun Rafferty MacKeever & Theresa Marie Yetter  

David George Christopher & Jessica Hewins Kelly  

Brian Justin Richards & Sarah Elizabeth DiMondi  

Ciro Francisco Pepe Amarista & Kate Marie Davey  

Joshua Harlon Reed & Allison Marie Tobin  

Ernest Charles Ambrose & Elizabeth Anne Driggs  

Christopher Liam Olson & Jacquelyn Leigh Karpovich 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Preschool—10th Grade 
Director: Sister Maryanne Zakreski SSJ  
Catechists: 13, Teachers’ Aides: 8 
 Enrollment:  170 
 First Eucharist: 17  / First Reconciliation: 17 
 High School Confirmation: 22 
 RCIA: 10 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES & OUTREACH  
 Nursing Home Visit: Students visit Brandywine Assisted Living to 

entertain residents.  

 Thanksgiving Food Collection for St. Vincent DePaul: November 
Family Mass Project  

 Jan/Feb/March Service Projects: Students assist with church 
related activities and other service opportunities throughout the 
school year.  

 July Projects: One week mission/work camp for high school 
students each summer  

FAMILY MASSES & SOCIALS  
2012 

 October 7: Family Mass, Grade 8 

 November 18: Family Mass, Grade 7   

 December 9: Los Posada—Family Mass for Grades 1 & 2 
2013 

 January 27: Whole Community Catechesis, The Holy Spirit at 
Work, 4:30 Family Mass, Grade 9 

 February 10: Family Mass, Grade 6 

 March 24: Living Stations of the Cross  

 April 21: Family Mass, Grades 4, 5, & 6   



              2013   2012    
            
ORDINARY           
 Offertory      690,693  646,680   

 Miscellaneous     93,972  89,159   
            

SPECIAL PURPOSE          
 Annual Catholic Appeal, Poor Box, Special Charities   51,885  47,075   

            
EXTRAORDINARY          
 Memorials, Gifts, Etc.     42,251  69,721   

            
SUBTOTAL INCOME     $878,801  $852,635   

            
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    8,925  13,047   
DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS    60,759  66,884   

            
TOTAL PARISH INCOME    $948,484  $932,566   

            

EXPENSES                  
            
CLERGY/RECTORY          
 Salaries, Utilities, Etc.     122,709  127,186   

            
ADMINISTRATION/SUPPORT         
 Salaries, Supplies, Phone, Etc.    124,838  180,803   

            
CHURCH/HALL          
 Salaries, Utilities, Repairs, Etc.    73,777  68,718   

            
LITURGY           
 Salaries, Supplies, Etc.     47,937  46,032   

            
CHARITY           
 Poor Box, Special Charities    20,126  18,817   

            
SPECIAL MINISTRY          
 *Social Ministry, Family Life    78,431  86,085   

            

FIXED COSTS (Payroll Tax, Pensions, Health & Property Insurance)  73,112  56,246   
            

ENVIRONMENT & PARISH MISSION   7,040  4,381   
            

NON PROGRAM          
 Diocesan Assessments     77,500  72,500   

 School Assesments     31,067  34,580   
            

CAPITAL EXPENSES          
 Land, Building, Repairs, Equipment    342,621 *** 47,121   

            
TOTAL PARISH EXPENSE    $999,158  $742,469   

            
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    114,941  103,169   
DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS    67,259  60,095   

              

TOTAL EXPENSES     $1,181,358 ** $905,733 **  
            
* Major beneficiaries of our Social Ministry Fund include:  Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Casa San Francisco, Meals on Wheels,  Rehoboth Beach Volunteer Fire 

  Company,  Delaware Hospice/Sussex County, Home of the Brave, Westside New Beginnings,  Gardinia House, St. Paul's Church/Wilmington   
 Cape Henlopen Food Basket, Sussex Pregnancy Center, Joseph House, Bear Hugs for Babies,  Young Life, Habitat - Sussex County   
 Primeros Pagos and Tau House. y Primos Pasos, Tau House,Resource Mothers       

**  Overage is applied to our parish reserves.        

*** This amount is largely made up of costs associated with the Religious Education Building upgrades.    
            
      PREPARED BY PARISH BOOKKEEPER: YVONNE BAILEY  

            
            
            

ANNUAL REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORT  
FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2013  



Knights of Columbus 
How well do you know the Knights of Columbus? Most adult Catholics have heard of the Knights but few truly understand their outstanding 
dedication to their faith and the mission of doing the work of Jesus Christ. 
 

Guided by the principles of council, unity, fraternity and patriotism, the Knights freely offer their time, talent and treasure to every ministry, 
committee and program here at St. Edmond. From cooking at the parish picnic to setting up barbecues on the beach for the youth group, the 
Knights support church, community, families, youth and the sanctity of life through their actual presence on the scene along with financial 
assistance when needed. Here in our parish, they are catechists, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, ushers, cantors and altar servers, as well as 
priests and deacons. 
 

Emboldened by this year’s theme of Expanding Upon our Legacy of Fellowship and Good Works, they serve in other capacities within St. 
Edmond and the community at large, including the Pastoral Council, Finance Council, Meals on Wheels, the LRAC Thrift Shop, Buddy Walk and 
CHIMES. The money they raise is donated to many organizations like Home of the Brave which serves homeless veterans, the St. Vincent De 
Paul Society which serves the homeless of Sussex County, Birthright of Delaware, the Special Olympics, and the Children’s Beach House in Lewes 
which serves the needs of disadvantaged youngsters, many with developmental disabilities. In addition, a yearly stipend is given to 
seminarians in need of financial support. Yet, they still have time for a monthly family social.  
 

The Knights are practicing Catholic men; they are sons, husbands, fathers and above all, Brothers in Christ. Catholic men over eighteen years of 
age are invited to join them to give witness to their faith and become an integral part of our faith community. Please take some time to visit 
www.kofc.org. 

Faith Formation…An Invitation to a 
Bigger Mindset  
Sister Maryanne Zakreski, ssj 
Faith formation is not just another name for 
religious education. In fact, it is more…so much 
more than we have ever imagined. True faith 
formation requires adapting to our ever-changing 
world to identify where we are in our faith…both 

personally and as a community of the faithful. It means 
developing programs to fit the needs of the people. We can 
accomplish this daunting task with the help of technology…and 
this technology has been started at St. Edmond Church. It is a 
lofty challenge to bring such elaborate technology with all its 
possibilities to the faithful; full implementation will take time…
but we are on our way to experiencing and nurturing our faith 
in ways once unfathomable. 
 

For most of us, faith formation is of the brick and mortar 
variety…classes for all ages, Bible studies, seminars, RCIA and 
retreats. Each of these is good and each will stay. Eventually, 
the brick and mortar of the present will be blended with the 
technology of a new website started by the Faith Formation 
team. This website is designed to bring God to the people…to 
meet people where they are and, most importantly, to bring 
the needs of the people together with programs to fit those 
needs. Imagine receiving an invitation via Twitter to join an 
online discussion group streaming live on Google+ hangout! It 
can happen NOW with one click. Will you accept the invitation?  
 

Faith formation is not a one-time event...it requires extended 
and continued discussion and action. This means we must begin 
to think, act and react differently in order to step out of our 
respective comfort zones. An invitation to a bigger mindset is 
just that…an invitation, a possibility to grow our faith. Are we 
open to accepting the invitation? Can we commit to giving this 
new technology a try?  
 

A link to the new faith formation site can be found on the 
parish website. One click…try it. You’ll be amazed! 

Connecting  with  the  faithful 
 

For most of us, smartphones, tablets, laptops and computers are 
an essential part of our daily lives. We can’t imagine life without 
modern technology, and St. Edmond aims to ‘stay connected’ 
with the faithful! 
 

Our website, stedmond.org, is the portal for all things happening 
in the parish. On any given day, an average of 80 different people 
visit the site, viewing more than 200 pages of information. They 
download the bulletin, monthly calendar, strategic plan, parish 
resource directory, and forms for new parishioners and religious 
education registration. They find news and contact info for every 
ministry in the parish. They even view the current ministry 
schedule to see who will be serving at Masses. And the parish can 
visit YOU when you ”fan” us on Facebook, and sign up on 
stedmond.org to be on our email mailing list. We send out 
periodic e-newsletters to more than 600 families. Are you on the 
list? 
 

Technology has hit the “collection basket” as well. Did you know 
that the parish offers an electronic giving option? You can make 
one-time or recurring donations that are convenient and safe. 
Look for information and sign-up on stedmond.org. 
 

Most importantly, technology is helping us enhance our faith 
formation. Our catechists in youth religious education and in RCIA 
regularly use WiFi in the classrooms and the parish hall to access 
course content from the web. Large screen LED TV’s and Blu-ray 
players stream live video that helps engage youthful minds. We’re 
excited to be developing our own faith formation website that will 
be blending traditional classroom learning with online content 
targeted at virtually every age group. 
 

So what’s next? A mobile app for your smartphone or tablet will 
let you communicate with us and learn whenever and wherever 
you are. Streaming video or podcasts of homilies, education 
classes and maybe even Sunday Mass may 
soon become a reality. So power up your high 
tech gear and let’s grow in faith together! 
 

Dan DiGuglielmo 
Online Communications 

Coordinator 



The Last Page  

PARISH PILOT 
 

Staff: 
 

Fr. Joe Piekarski,  
 Pastor  
Fr. Chris Hanley,  
 Associate 
S. Maryanne Zakreski, SSJ,  
 DRE 
 

Mary Ackerson 
Yvonne Bailey 
Linda Coxton 
Carolyn McClelland 
 

Contributors: 
Dan DiGuglielmo 

Pinky King 
Gerry Lore 

Bern Worthing 

Respect Life Ministry  

“LIFE WHAT A BEAUTIFUL CHOICE” was chosen! 
During the summer, a visitor from Connecticut fell in love 
with our billboard (located across Highway One from St. 
Jude’s Church) and asked permission to use the graphic. St. 
Edmond’s Respect Life Ministry was honored with the 
compliment and gave him the necessary information. The 
Committee has been informed that there are now three 
exact billboards in Connecticut—one in Bridgeport and two in Danbury, one of which is 
across from the County Courthouse and 100 yards from Western Connecticut State 
University campus. They were up throughout October.  
 

An interesting part of this story is that a now-deceased member of our committee, Betty 
McFann, was so passionate and determined to have a billboard in our area that nothing was 
going to stop her. With the help of current member, Jim Coxton, and after several set-
backs, the billboard was finally erected.  
 

The morning that the billboard went up, in spite of being ill, Betty had her husband drive 
her to the site, still in her robe and pajamas. She was thrilled. Betty died not too long after. 
Betty’s family continues to help finance the billboard as a memorial to her. How honored 
they must be to hear of our friends in Connecticut. Betty must be looking down from 
heaven, smiling, ...and now wearing a white robe. May God bless her!  
 

Help keep our billboard alive: your tax-deductible donation, sent to the Parish Office, 
will help keep our message up and visible. Thank you! 

ST. EDMOND PARISH  
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Mark your calendar...holiday Mass schedule  

Christmas Eve     Christmas Day      New Year’s Eve    New Year’s Day  

(Tue., December 24)   (Wed., December 25)    (Tue., December 31)   (Wed., January 1) 

4:00 pm & 10:00 pm   8:30 am & 10:30 am    4:00 pm       8:30 am & 10:30 am 

4:00 pm. (church hall)  


